Everett M, Hale
31021 Block
Garden Gity, Michigan 18135

August 8, 1979

Copyright Royalby Tribunal
1111 20th St. WY
Washington, D.C. 20036

RE: 1980 Hearings

zar Sirs:

As I'm sure you know, the new copyright law of 1978 gave songuriters
their first raise in almost 70 years. This raise (from 2¢ to 2&3/L¢)
on mechanical royalties was hardly worthwahile, however, when one
svops o conslder that the new rate is a CEILING and not a standard,
and that many licenses are issued below this rate. Yet even at the
223/hi¢ rate it should be clear that todays cost of living has long
ago stripped the songwriter of any hedge against inflation which this
minute raise might have given him,

Therefore, as a working songuriter (and one who is forced to work

two jobs to make ends meet), I strongly urge this honorable Tribunal

to consider raising the mechanical royalty rate snd abolishing the
current "eceiling concept". And may I suggest that the Tribunal
consider a percentage rate for mechenical royaliies as the only true
and fair hedge against inflation, as opposed to a rate of so many cents.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Very truly yours,

Bverett . Hale
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Gopyright Royalty Tribunal.
« IITIT 20%h 8to, NHorthwesh,
« Waghingbom, D.le 20036

Dear Slrs,
I am vwrltinog ln regards to. the upcoming 1980

review of the lMechanleal Rakes :As o Songurlier, I must 2dmit thab
a small lnereagse from 2 0 2 Zaent&(amd, still with no floor) is
dovnright insulting. Esgpealally wvhen Foreign artlsts get a,nyxmere
Lrom 63 %o 8 PARCENT,. And oune can't argue with the fact that thils
La doi;ag shasolutely mothlng %o hurt Forelgn record compsnies. In
femt, these sgme. compgnles are showlng lnereaging proflts: as
evidenced by the fact that they are buylnog up many Amerlcanm~owned op
formeply imericeu~ounsd compaunless, While I om allowing for the posse
lbility thak youkr people may or may not be able to ldentify with or
eppreciate our problem/livelihood; I can assure.you that I btake whak
I do yepy seriously, with zn emphasfis om gqualitys And, I think thab
holds true for most of the wrliters lm the businesse

Bo, with thak ln mind, & the fact that these Zconomlep tlmes:
apre espealally hard(even for the wealthy); would you please be more
gensrous with a new lechanlcal Rake? I'm not agking for a full 8%,
but 4=-6 Peprcent would be nice. Ané:; I canb guarantee thak 21l of my

taxes wlll be palde..

Sincerely,

Bﬁ W addy-stZjPi ey
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